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Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The 

description of the horizontal track sections being joined by a U-shaped central body is 
inaccurate. As seen in Fig. 4, there is no space between portions 64 and 65, which 
would be required to define a “U”. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 24 and 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 24 is rejected based on the recitation of a “U” shape, as discussed above. 
Regarding claim 27, redundant language appears on lines 3-4. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 

use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

Claims 1-3,8,9,13-20,23,24 and 33-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being clearly anticipated by Kelly ‘391 . 

See panels 70,71 , lower rollers on panels 70 and upper rollers 80. See vertical 
track 17, transitional track 18 and horizontal track 19. Transitional track 18 has a first 
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track section 18, which joins with lower horizontal track section 83, and a second track 
section, 30, that joins upper horizontal track 84 along which rollers 80 roll. See reverse 
angles, either 16 or 22, with element 22 having a mounting flange which may be called 
a “flag angle” and which is attached “with” the header (structure at the top of the door). 
The axles of the rollers are the “panel extensions”. See operator 44, etc. Regarding 
claim 24, the track system 17 is substantially U-shaped. 

Claims 1-3,8-20,22,23,25 and ,33-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Wolf. 

Wolf provides vertical track 61,80, transition tracks 72,59, and horizontal tracks 
60,62, which, along with the vertical tracks, are of “one-piece construction” since they 
are directly connected. See reverse angle 58 and portion 80 provides a broad 
“extension and web” which spaces door stop (portion of 80 that has seal 102) therefrom. 
The flag angles are portions of counterba lance/operator 73. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 



over Wolf. 
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Regarding claim 21 , rendering portion 63 as a bent or roll-formed element having 
a space defining a U would have been an obvious design choice based on the material 
and method of making the vertical track. The same is true of claim 24, although the U- 
shape is not properly disclosed, as discussed above. 

Claims 4-7,27-30 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kelly ‘391 in view of Hooford et al ‘814. 

Hooford et al discloses a transitional track. Fig. 9 and additionally discussed in 
the abstract, which connects the horizontal and vertical track sections. It would have 
been obvious to modify Kelly whereby he has such “receiving channels” to join his 
similar separate elements, such providing a more secure connection. 

Claims 4-7 and 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wolf in view of Hooford et al ‘814. 

Hooford et al is applied here as above to Kelly. 

Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wolf in 
view of Kelly ‘870. 

Kelly provides tracks 35 which have upper and lower lips for securing the rollers 
therein. It would have been obvious to have such tracks in Wolf for this reason, resulting 
in lips that meet the limitations of claim 26. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blair M. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6830. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 6:30-3:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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